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emerged into special notice only when he was praator in the year 93 B 0, and when he characteristically distinguished his term of office by exhibiting a hundred hons in the arena matched against Numidian archers. There was no such road to popularity with the Roman multitude It is possible that the little Caesar, then a child of seven, may have been among the spectators, making his small reflections on it all.
In 92 Sylla went as propraetor to Asia, where the incapacity of tie Senate's administration was creating another enemy likely to be troublesome. Mithridates, "child of the sun," pretending to a descent fiom Darius Hystaspes, was king of Pontus, one of the semi-independent monarchies which had been allowed to stand in Asia Minor The coast line of Pontus extended from Sinope to Trebizond, and reached inland to the line of mountains where the rivers divide which flow into the Black Sea and the Meditena-nean The father of Mithndates was murdered when he was a child, and for some years he led a wandering life, meeting adventures which were as wild and perhaps as imaginary as those of Ulysses In later life he became the idol of Eastern imagination, and legend made fiee with his history but he was certainly an extraordinary man He spoke the unnumbered dialects of the Asiatic tribes among whom he had travelled. He spoke Greek with ease and freedom Placed, as he was, on the margin where the civilizations of the East and the West were brought in contact, he was at once a barbarian potentate and an ambitious European politician. He was well informed of the state of Rome, and saw reason, perhaps, as well he might, to doubt the durability of its power. At any rate, he was no sooner fixed